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ABSTRACT: Kripke's opponents claim chat gold, in all possible worlds, is a yellow
metal. They believe that the atomic number can vary from world to world. Kripke in­
verts this, holding chat while gold is, in all possible worlds, the element with atomic 
number 79, its surface properties may vary widely from world to world. Both views 
are flawed, but of the two, the rival is to be preferred. 
There is a better view. Gold is, in all possible worlds, the element with atomic 
number 79. And (given certain specifiable conditions) it is, in all possible worlds, a 
yellow metal. Only insofar as they give rise to familiar and important surface proper­
ties is there reason to maintain chat structural properties are at the essence or nature o f  
things. 
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What is gold? Kripke agrees with his rivals about which things in· the actual 
world are, or are made of gold but disagrees, nevertheless, about the nature 
or essence of gold, or about which items in possible worlds, or counterfac­
tual situations would be gold. He has won countless supporters. However, 
his views, at least as they are most effectively presented are, I believe, 
deeply flawed. 
There is a wealth of literature on this. I do not consider it here.I Rather 
I attempt to uncover the weaknesses in Kripke's position by attending to a 
mere handful of remarks in the original text. At this juncture, and this dis­
tance, such an approach may be worthwhile. 
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